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The Grapevine
The Newsletter of the
International Women’s Association,
Georgia

IWA Georgia strives to: welcome and assist newcomers to
Georgia; foster goodwill and friendship among association
members; build relationships between women of different
cultures living in Georgia; provide the opportunity to
socialize with each other; and enhance our members
understanding of Georgia.

Noteworthy

International Women’s Day GBM
Marriott Rustaveli Avenue
#BalanceForBetter
Registration 10.30 – 11.00
General GBM will start punctually at 11.00 and will
last until 11.30
Introduction of the Nominating Committee for the
IWA Election of the Board in May
11.45 – 12.30
Panel discussion “Is there a Glass Ceiling in Georgia
and if how does it compare to the rest of the World”
IWA Choir
Pledge
Celebration with Sparkling Wine and Cake

Noteworthy

Fundraiser in support of the McLain
Association for Children
Business and Finance Consulting (BFC) is hosting a fundraiser in support of the McLain Association
for Children (MAC) March 9th at 19:00 at Betsy's Hotel. 100% of funds raised will go towards the
purchase of wheelchairs for disabled children in Georgia. MAC will cover all transportation and
administration fees. The campaign is also supported by the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD), which will match 100% of donations raised by the end of March, 2019.
Date: March 9
Time: 19:00 – 24:00
Entrance: GEL 100 - Includes wine, appetizer buffet and Ronny's pizza
Location: Betsy’s Hotel: 32/34 Kote Makashvili St

Notable auction/raffle prizes include:
·
Round trip for 2 to Ankara, the gateway to Cappadocia - Organized by the Turkish Embassy
·
Signed National Rugby Team jersey
·
Nights at Marriott, Betsy's, Hotels and Preference Hualing, Ilja's Hotel, and more
·
Jewellery, paintings, and photos
·
Restaurant vouchers
·
Selections of alcohol
The evening will include a presentation by MAC CEO Jeremy Gaskil and musical performances by
Paul Rimple and the Natural Born Lovers, The Doubls G's featuring Sandy Higgs, and classical
guitarist Tako Asanidze.

Tickets can be picked up from Tyler Green (558 28 16 71) at the following times and
locations:
Or at MAC Georgia's office:
Friday, February 22: Betsy's Hotel 18:00 - 20:00
Wednesday, February 27: Rooms Hotel 11:00 - 19:00
Friday, March 1: Betsy's Hotel 18:00 - 20:00
Tuesday, March 5: Rooms Hotel 11:00 - 19:00

3 Lado Kavsadze Street
Mon-Fri 10:00 - 18:00
Phone: +0 32 2 197 378
E-mail: MAC_info@macgeorgia.org

Founded in 2008, MAC Georgia works to transform the lives of the most vulnerable by providing
them the services and resources they need to reach their full potential. The right wheelchair, if fitted
correctly, can change a child’s life. In many cases it means the difference between health and
chronic illness, inclusion and isolation, independence and dependence - in some cases, even life and
death. With more than two years of field testing behind them, MAC has identified a number of
reasonably priced chairs that are well suited to the realities of Georgia. These wheelchairs range in
complexity and will significantly help to improve posture, mitigate secondary complications, and
promote a better overall quality of life. MAC has a team of clinicians who are trained to assess and
fit children in the right wheelchair. With your help, they will work to ensure that each child in
Georgia has access to their support

Noteworthy

General information on elections of the board
of the IWA Georgia
The board of IWAG is elected annually.
After the February General Business meeting (GBM) and before the March GBM, the
founding member Nana Dvali creates the Nominating Committee (NC) for the IWA
board consisting of 5 members.
The only restriction becoming part of the NC is that the person is not applying for a
position on the board. Should a current board member not be running for a position
on the board they are entitled to become a NC member.
At the March GBM the NC is presented to IWA members present.
The duties of the NC members are to receive the applications of the candidates. The
NC can also actively approach individual IWA members whose background they
assume will benefit the organization and suggest for them to run.
After the March GBM and up until one day before the April GBM (23.59 Georgian
time), IWA members can send their application to any member of the Nominating
Committee. At 00.00 on the day of the April GBM, all nominations for any positions
are closed unless there is no candidate for the position. In this case, the application
for the position remains open and the first candidate applying thereafter will be
nominated.
The candidates running for each individual position on the board will be announced at
the April GBM and the information will be shared via newsletter and Facebook.
In case that there are two or more candidates running for the same position, the
Nominating Committee prepares the election ballots and plans the elections for the
May GBM. The winner of the position will be decided by a simple majority of the
voting members present and will be announced at the end of the May GBM.
In case of having one candidate for each position, the NC presents the candidates of
the new board for approval at the May GBM.
With kindest regards,

Nana Dvali
Founder IWA Georgia
Nana_dvali2002@yahoo.com

Noteworthy

New rules about the advertisement in the
Newsletter
In November's GBM it was decided that :
Members can have a free 1/4 page maximum
advertisement in the newsletter once a year,
or they can pay for more space:
one page is 50 GEL or 1/2 page is 25 GEL.
Non members can advertise in the newsletter if
they pay for it: 50Gel for one page or 30 Gel for
1/2 a page.

Noteworthy

Georgian Dance Workshop „EMB-RACE“
(21.1.-10.2.2019)
A group of ladies from the Diplomatic Corps and the IWA have been meeting for 14 days to
celebrate their friendship to Georgia and pay tribute to the beautiful Georgian Dance.

Katarina/Katia Tidestrom, spouse of the Swedish ambassador to Georgia, initiated this
project together with the famous dancer Tea Darchia.
Katia’s idea was to bring women of the international community together and learn the
Georgian Dance in a specially tailored master class by famous Georgian dancer Tea Darchia.
And at the same time raise awareness for women with breast cancer worldwide and
particularly in Georgia.
Tea Darchia, who has her own dance studio in Vake and teaches dance to children and
adults, was a soloist of the National Ballet Sukhishvili for 30 years. She is an inspiring woman
and a mother of 4 children.
In the course of 14 days Tea was dedicated to teach the group a choreography of three types
of Georgian dance:
- Samaia (a representation of Queen Tamar, 12-13th century, soft and graceful movements)
- Simd (Ossetian folk dance, soft movements and strict line formations)
- Acharuli (originated from Achara region; graceful, soft and playful flirtation between males
and females, instills sense of happiness in both dancer and audience)

Noteworthy

Georgian Dance Workshop „EMB-RACE“
(21.1.-10.2.2019)
Shortly after the first rehearsals a camera team of TV channel Imedi became interested in
the “Dancing Ladies“ and came for filming. Also newspapers like “Georgia Today“ and “The
Messenger“ published articles about this interesting dance project.
In an interview Katia said: “First of all we try to deliver our solidarity to women with breast
cancer worldwide and in this case, particularly to Georgian women. By learning Georgian
dances we try to feel and apprehend Georgian soul.“
The workshop was terminated with a final performance on February 10th, followed by a
small reception with invited guests of family and friends. At this event a total of GEL 370 was
collected, which was handed over to IWA at the last GBM in February.
Everyone of the ladies became enthusiastic about dancing the Georgian Dance in the course
of this three weeks. It was hard work and rehearsals were every day, but everyone was
motivated to learn this beautiful dance and enjoyed being part of this wonderful and great
team. After a short break some of the ladies want to continue learning Georgian Dance
taking regular classes at Tea’s studio.
Thank you to dear Katia for initiating and organizing this wonderful project of Georgian
Dance.
Thank you to the great teacher Tea for her effort and dedication to teach the group.
And finally thank you to all wonderful ladies who participated in this project, united in
solidarity to women with breast cancer.
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Interest Groups

Wine tasting
Dear ladies,
I'm happy to announce 2019 first Wine Tasting as a compliment to all
of you for being a part of very important 4th February event!

Yours,
Tamar

Interest Groups

Interest group visited SALLE DE MODE

Dear Ladies,

We are so thankful for your interest to sign up after a short notice at the first
GBM of 2019.
In our first monthly meeting, we visited SALLE DE MODE at Abashidze 64 on
Feb,21st and introduced designer ‘Salome Amanatishvili‘.
It was lovely to know her story of how she became a designer.
Thanks to all group members who attended and enjoyed that visit together
with us.
Bengü & Iveta

Interest Groups

Book Club
Dear ladies,

We are going to celebrate Albert Einstein's birthday 14th
of March in our book club. There is a week named "Question
week" in the US from 12th to 14th of March.
We will read the book "Change your questions, Change your life"
by Marilee Adams. I am organizing an event for it like a workshop
...
Narges

Interest Groups

Conversation Groups
Dear IWA members,
A) We are Elena and Yulia and we are inviting you to join Russian
Conversation Group. As you may know Russian is widely spoken in all post
soviet countries including Georgia as well. If you want to communicate with
locals and wish to learn something more than just "Matryoshka",
"Balalaika" and "Na zdorovye", you are welcome to join our conversation
meetings. To make our conversation more effective the group is divided in
two: Intermediate (Group Leader is Lena Bejanishvili) and Beginners (Group
Leader is Yulia Avci).
We meet weekly as follows:
Intermediate Group - Every Thursday at 11.00
Beginners Group - Every Friday at 12.30

B) We will have our regular IWA English Conversation session
on Thursday, 5.30 pm at DentaPlus ,38 Vazha Pshavela.
If you are joining this group you must contact Marianna
Zonenberg

Interest Groups

ANNOUNCEMENT
CRAFTS IS ALIVE AND WELL!
We will resume in September. Please sign up at GBM and we will
determine most convenient time when all those interested can attend.

32 ABULADZE ST (FIRST ENTRANCE) BEHIND CARREFOUR
PLEASE CALL ME WHEN YOU ARRIVE 593 991 519
Theresa Weinheimer. tweinheimer@mac.com

I would also like to propose another ART DISCUSSION GROUP

This group would meet twice a month, once for presentation and
discussion of the Artist and once to share a project we would create in
response the work of the Artist we discussed.
Again we would determine the best time to meet with the Interested
group.
If you have any questions please call me at the number above.

Interest Groups

Infant House
Hello ladies !!!
We are having lot of fun helping the little ones at Infant House. If
you can sit on the floor and encourage a child to play with a toy,
show a child simple pictures in a book , applaud efforts at first
puzzles or simply hold very small infant who does not get enough
human touch ......then please, please come join us on Tues.
mornings 10:00 to 12:00 Two IWA volunteers ,Laurie and Tao
seen in pictures at Infant House doing wonderful work ! Contact
Debbie Dunn at debgdunn@gmail.com or phone 593-433-190
.

Interest Groups

Program

Language
www.lsgeorgia.com

Georgian Phrases 1.1

gamarjobat!- გამარჯობათ, ბატონო პრეზიდენტო! –
HelloMr. president! (polite)

gamarjobat, tqvenoudidebulesobav!- გამარჯობათ, თქვენო
უდიდებულესობავ! – Helloyour excellences!
gamarjobat, bat’ono Giorgi!–გამარჯობათ, ბატონო
გიორგი! – HelloMr. George! (polite)
gamarjobat, qalbatono Nino! –გამარჯობათ, ქალბატონო
ნინო! – Hello Mrs. Nino(polite)
mobrdzandi! –მობრძანდი! – Come in! (singular & polite)
mobrdzandit!–მობრძანდით! – Come in! (plural & polite)
ketiliiqkhostqvenimobrdzaneba! –კეთილი იყოს თქვენი
მობრძანება! – Welcome! (plural & polite)
dabrdzandi! –დაბრძანდი! – Have a seat! (singular & polite)
dabrdzandit!- დაბრძანდით! – Have a seat! (plural &
polite)
by NanaShavtvaladze
www.lsgeorgia.com

Want to learn more check out IWA
Member, Nana Shavtvaladze’s
Language School
http://www.lsgeorgia.com/

Language

Georgian Phrases

nakhvamdis!- ნახვამდის! – Goodbye!
k’argad brdzandebodet!- კარგად ბრძანდებოდეთ! –
Goodbye! (polite)
k’argad!- კარგად! – well/Bye/see you! (more common)
khvalamde!- ხვალამდე! – Till tomorrow/See you
tomorrow!
shekhvedramde!- შეხვედრამდე! – Till meeting!
mere gnakhav!- მერე გნახავ! – See you later!
mogvianebit gnakhavt!- მოგვიანებით გნახავთ! – See
you later! (polite)
by Nana Shavtvaladze
www.lsgeorgia.com

Notices

Tbilisi Opera and Ballet State Theatre
DON CARLO

Tbilisi’s Opera venue had premiered a brand-new staging of
Giuseppe Verdi’s Don Carlo, marking the show’s return to
Georgian audiences for the first time in 15 years this month.
The opera was presented in Tbilisi in a brand-new staging of the
Teatro Regio in Parma with a big success.

Notices & Special Offers

Holidays and Observances around
the World.
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/
http://www.officeholidays.com/index.php

Feature Article

The History of Valentine's Day

Valentine's Day is named after Saint Valentine, a Catholic priest who lived in
Rome in the 3rd Century. At the time of Valentine's life, many Romans were
converting to Christianity, but the Emperor Claudius believed that Roman
soldiers should be completely devoted to Rome and therefore passed a law
preventing them from marrying. St Valentine began to marry these soldiers
in secret Christian ceremonies and this was the beginning of his reputation
for believing in the importance of love.
Eventually, Valentine was found out and jailed for his crimes against
Claudius. Valentine was executed on 14 February in the year 270.
It wasn't until more than 200 years later that 14 February was proclaimed St
Valentine's Day. By this time Rome had become Christian and the Catholic
Church was determined to stamp out any remaining paganism. A pagan
fertility ritual was held in February each year and the Pope abolished this
festival and proclaimed 14 February Saint Valentine's Day, thus establishing
this feast day on the Catholic Calendar of Saints.

Feature Article

The History of Valentine's Day
The poet Chaucer in the Middle Ages was the first to link St
Valentine with romantic love. This was the beginning of the
tradition of courtly love, a ritual of expressing love and
admiration, usually in secret.
The practice of sending love messages developed into people
sending special cards expressing their affection. These cards
were beautiful creations handmade by the sender and
individually designed to show how much they loved the
recipient. Cards would usually contain sentimental verse,
proclaiming the beauty of the receiver and how much they
were loved.
Saint Valentine's Day cards were decorated with pictures of
cupid, hearts and flowers and trimmed with lace and ribbon.
These images are still used today to symbolize love and are
recognized all over the world.

LECTURES

First Tour of the Year

Museum tour! Lecture on Icons and a visit to the Georgian National Museum
and to Kashveti Church of St. George on Rustaveli ave.
Our first visit of the year started with a lecture & a tour on Icons by Margo
Squire! We came away with an appreciation & understand of these beautiful
religious artifacts that one comes across in the churches, cathedrals &
monasteries in Georgia!
The group were a talk and presentation about Icons, their history and stories and
some features of Georgian Icons by Margo Squire. Hopefully this added to your
appreciation of the rich cultural and religious heritage in Georgia especially as
the group visited the amazing churches, cathedrals and monasteries!
We hope you will join us in our next museum visits!
Culture Chair,
Enid Burki

LECTURES

Next event Feb 26th at 11:00 am
Exhibition of: Vakhtang Kokiashvili

Vakhtang Kokiashvili was born in 1930. In 1956 he graduated from the Tbilisi State
Academy of Arts. In 1962-1969 and 1973-1979 served as the chief artist of the
Artists’ Fund of Georgia. In 1967 Kokiashvili was awarded the title of the Honored
Artist of Georgia. In 1981-1994 he chaired the Monumental Division of the Artists’
Union of Georgia. At different times his works were exhibited in the cities of Warsaw
(Poland, 1959), Tripoli (Libya, 1965), Dresden (Germany, 1969), Sofia (Bulgaria,
1975), Kecskemét(Hungary, 1981 and 1989) and Paris(France,1996).
Emergence of stained-glass art in Georgia has been considerably influenced
by Vakhtang Kokiashvili. He is best known for creating following works: stained glass
windows in the interior of the former Hotel Iveria(Tbilisi), at the lower station of the
Tbilisi Funicular, at the Institute of Physiology (Tbilisi), at the Tbilisi International
Airport and many others. Since 1990s, Vakhtang Kokiashvili became active in
production of pop art series
Lecture by: art historian: Davit Koroshinadze (b. 1992) lives and works in Tbilisi. He
studied History and Theory of Arts at Tbilisi State Academy of Arts (2012-2016). His
subject of study is 1980s Georgian art and German avant-garde. Since 2018 he
continued his studies at Tbilisi State Academy of Arts, with the subject “National
heterology”. His latest activities include: public lecture at Khidi exhibition space,
with the topic “Cultural Negativity – transcultural genealogy” (2019), “Turning into
the garbage and contemporary art” (2018) at Artarea Gallery, with writings on Niko
Pirosmani (“The birth of Georgian heterology”, 2018); Petre Otkheli (“Towards the
light”, 2018); Davit Kakabadze (“Tradition and information”, 2018) and Karlo
Kacharava (“the sun rises from Germany” 2018).

LECTURES

Exhibition of: Vakhtang Kokiashvili

Curator of the exhibition: Nina Akhvlediani (b. 1989) lives and works in
Tbilisi, Georgia. She studied BA Art Criticism, Communication and
Curation at Central Saint Martin’s College of Art and Design, University
of the Arts London (2007– 2010). She worked in Russian Paintings and
Works of Art Department, at Sotheby’s Auction House, London (2009).
As a freelance curator, she worked on various independent and
commissioned projects in Georgia. Since 2016 she is consulting TBC
Bank on sponsorship initiatives and funding of arts and culture in
Georgia.
Date: Feb 26th
Time : 11:00am
Address: Window Project: E. Tatishvili 9, Tbilisi.
Fee: 10:00 Gel per person.

Recipes

Chocolate Raspberry Profiterole cake

Ingredients:
•300g dark chocolate, chopped
•25g unsalted butter, melted
•20 store-bought unglazed profiteroles
•250g raspberries
Method:
Step 1
Grease and line an 18cm round, deep dish or cake pan with baking
paper, leaving plenty overhanging the sides.
Step 2
Place 200g chocolate in a heatproof bowl set over a pan of
simmering water (don’t let bowl touch water), stirring until melted.
Remove from heat to cool slightly.
Step 3
Dip the bottom of each profiterole in chocolate and stack in the pan,
filling the small gaps with half the raspberries as you go. Place a
plate on top and weigh down with cans (the profiteroles will rise
higher than the pan). Chill for 2 hours to set.
Step 4
To serve, turn out cake onto a plate, then scatter with remaining
raspberries. Melt the remaining 100g chocolate (as above) and
drizzle over the cake.

IWA Notices

The Grapevine earnestly seeks
your participation. Help make
this a publications which
reflects all the talents,
interests, and abilities of our
membership. Deadlines are
the fifteenth (15th) of the
month. If that deadline is
missed, the submission will
appear in the next regularly
scheduled issue.

Essays
Articles
Photographs
Painting & Drawing
Favorite Recipes

ed·i·tor
ˈedədər/
noun
noun: editor; plural noun: editors
a person who is in charge of and
determines the final content of a text,
particularly a newspaper or magazine.
"the editor of The New York Times"
writ·er
ˈrīdər/
noun
noun: writer; plural noun: writers
a person who has written a particular
text.
"the writer of the letter"
a person who writes books,
stories, or articles as a job or
regular occupation.
re·port·er
rəˈpôrdər/
noun
noun: reporter; plural noun: reporters
a person who reports, especially one
employed to report news or conduct
interviews for newspapers or
broadcasts.

Tako Megrelishvili Johnson, this
year’s Hospitality Chair requests
that if you have any ideas,
comments, or complaints about
our events that you give them
to her in a formal written
document.
In Europe, any guest who was
invited to a party where a
whole pineapple was
displayed, knew that no
expense had been spared in
guaranteeing the guests'
enjoyment. It was this that
made the crowned fruit the
high symbol of social events
and became the meaning of
welcome, friendship, and
hospitality.

You can advertise:
Houses or apartments
for rent,

Household goods or cars
for sale,

http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/a-brief-historyof-the-hospitality-pineapple-200667

IWA Members can have a free 1/4
page maximum advertisement in
the newsletter once a year,
or they can pay for more space:
one page is 50 GEL or 1/2 page is
25 GEL.
Non-members can advertise in the
newsletter if they pay for it: 50Gel
for one page or 30 Gel for 1/2 a
page.

Your own creations, such
as art, photographs,
crafts, etc.,

Events that you think may
be of interest to our
Membership.

Sponsors
Thank you to our IWA Sponsors for their support!

Silver Level Sponsors

Bronze Level Sponsors

Sponsors
Thank you to our IWA Sponsors for their support!

