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The Grapevine
The Newsletter of the
International Women’s Association, Georgia
IWA Georgia strives to: welcome and assist newcomers to Georgia;
foster goodwill and friendship among association members; build
relationships between women of different cultures living in Georgia;
provide the opportunity to socialize with each other; and enhance
our members understanding of Georgia.

IWA Georgia Members participate in the IWA Georgia committee or
project or interest group/circle, and nominate and vote for individuals as
Board Members and Executive Committee Chairs. In order to contribute to
the achievement of the goals and fulfillment of the activities of the IWA
Georgia Executive Committee Chairs are elected.

Community Projects Committee News

„We are a great team and love to support the CPC goals. Let´s
work together for a better future!“
Principles of CPC
Through the Community Project Committee (CPC), IWAG supports women,
children and elderly people who are at risk due to poverty, poor health and
disabilities. This shall include the support of prevention programs. All
supported projects have to fall in these areas of interest and have to have a
direct positive effect on Georgian citizens.
The money, collected by the fundraising activities of IWAG, is spent with
fiduciary responsibility.
Margret Schmidt - Chair of Community Projects Committee & IWAG 2nd
Vice President
Kathleen Derry,PhD - 1st Co-Chair; Mette Hartzell - 2nd Co-Chair
CPC permanently invited members:
Lila YannakiKarabalis - IWAG President; Nana Dvali – IWAG Founder;
Alena Doering – IWAG Treasurer; Katarina Tidestrom – IWAG 1st VicePresident – Fundraising
CPC members: Anush Klimczyk; Banu Yali; Debbie Dunn; Guranda
Machaidze; Kristina Petrosian; Leila Weidel-Hammani; Tina Beruchashvili

Community Projects Committee News
Pankisi Youth Forum – 27/09-2019 at the Caucasus House in
Tbilisi
CPC Co-Chair Mette Hartzell visited the
Pankisi Youth Forum. The IWAG has
supported Pankisi inhabitants in various
ways since 2011. The Pankisi Women´s
Council which has benefited from our
support lately, was established in the same
year with the purpose to strengthen
women´s and children´s right.
They also work against radicalization of
youth and offer activities like handcraft,
sports and courses.
The project in 2018; “Kist women for local
development” provided training and
workshops for young women and the one
in 2019; “Pankisi women as changemakers” concerned empowerment of
women and taking measures against
radicalization.
IWAG was invited by Kakheti Regional
Development Foundation to this form
because of our engagement in the Pankisi
Valley.

“We are from Pankisi!” Some of the
teenagers held presentations…

After the forum, the children made
music and dance performances…

Guests of General Business Meeting
Autism Center
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a lifelong
neurodevelopmental disorder, which implies
array of communicative and behavioral
dysfunctions. Autism related complications such as noise sensitivity,
behavioral disorder, communicative restrictions and social interaction
difficulties relate to inability of pursuing high education, employment and
eventually independent living for most of the ASD individuals.
It further triggers economic challenges for their families and the
government. Unfortunately, there are no exact statistics of Autism
diagnosis in Georgia; however, figures provided by public schools to the
Ministry of Education, which reflect numbers of registered pupils with
Autism, demonstrate a fast growing trend. Based on international
statistics, the number is roughly estimated to be more than 1% of
population.

.

The center will provide service to 250 individuals annually in total.
Education, vocational and behavior therapies will be provided to 100
beneficiaries annually. Annual rotation of beneficiaries is estimated to be
20%.
Co-founder of the Autism Research and Support Foundation, Mrs. Sopo
Kereselidze pioneered establishing the Autism Center in Georgia almost
ten years ago, in 2010. Cooperating with Professors of Fresno State
University, Central California she was the first to introduce Applied
Behavioral Analysis (ABA) therapy in the country. The success of the
center triggered a wave of other similar centers in Tbilisi. However, all
existing Autism Centers aim at early development rehabilitation and their
focus age group is 2-16 only.
Early age therapies are crucial for development progress, and yet, their
continuity and targeted, age specific therapy programs, that are currently
missing, are vital for safeguarding development milestones and providing
skills for independent living.

OBJECTIVES:
Objective 1: Establishing a multifunctional and inclusive
Autism National Center for ASD beneficiaries above the age 16.
Objective 1.1: Provide continuity of social behavior
therapies, which are currently provided for the age group 2-16 only.
Objective 1.2: Provide educational and vocational training
in multiple preliminarily defined fields.
Objective 1.3: Provide targeted professional service
specifically designed for ASD beneficiaries undergoing crisis period.
Objective 2: Establish social enterprises within the Center,
which provide employment opportunities for beneficiaries.
Objective 2.1: Establish partnerships with local organizations to facilitate
beneficiaries in their future employment elsewhere.
The goal of the Center is to promote economic and social independence of ASD
individuals through providing tailored care, social behavior therapies, educational
and vocational trainings, as well as, providing employment opportunities for ASD
individuals above the age of 16. To maximize the effectiveness and ensure the
development progress consistency, beneficiaries will have completed early
development programs before their admission to the Center.
SOCIAL BEHAVIOR THERAPIES – ASD individuals require persistent,
comprehensive and consistent behavior therapies that demonstrate continuity
after completing the early development programs. Targeted social behavior
therapies will go hand in hand with academic, vocational and employment-related
trainings and will promote social skills and capacity for independent living.
EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING – ASD individuals are different
in terms of their functional and intellectual abilities. The Center will provide
tailored training taking into consideration their skills, abilities and interest. The
Center will provide social enterprises where its beneficiaries will have opportunity
for practical work and employment. To avoid isolation, the Center will also
conclude agreements with partner organizations and support beneficiaries in
pursuing future employment outside its premises.

Feature Article
CENN working on improvement of waste management
system in Georgia
By Nana Janashia
In 2014, Georgia embarked on an ambitious structural reform to
modernize its waste management system. This transition has been
supported by an Association Agreement (AA) signed with the European
Union, which obliges the country to introduce modern waste
management practices. With this goal, Government of Georgia (GoG)
adopted Waste Management Code of Georgia in 2015, followed by the
National Waste Management Strategy and Action Plan.
In order for these changes to have sustainable effect, there was a need
for large-scale targeted effort as a combination of support to
governmental institutions, private sector and broader society. With
these goals in mind, CENN with financial support from USAID has been
implementing Waste Management Technologies in Regions (WMTR)
Program since March 2014. The program has comprehensive approach
with focus ranging from development of by-laws and guidelines, waste
management plans for municipalities, including city of Tbilisi, provision
of technical and financial support to private sector active in recycling,
closure/remediation plans for old controlled landfills and illegal
dumpsites, tariff calculation methodology to strengthening private
sector and engaging in wide scale educational activities.
Personally, for me, one of the interesting initiatives initiated by the
WMTR program in 2018 is the campaign, Keep Georgia Beautiful,
which aims to clean littered areas and maintain their cleanliness by
having different institutions/organizations adopt these territories and
take responsibility for future maintenance. The campaign has already
joined forces with more than 30 representatives from the private, public
and NGO sectors, who have taken responsibility for cleaning and
maintaining previously polluted territories in the project’s target
regions.

Feature Article
One of the most challenging initiatives of the program is introduction
of recycling practice in the country. With the help of WMTR program,
there are 45 waste separation stands for separating paper, PET plastic
bottles, aluminum cans and glass installed in Georgia (Tbilisi, Batumi,
Kobuleti, Khelvachauri). In addition, there are 20 plastic waste
collection bins established in Tusheti region. Although many more
stands are required for actual full-scale waste separation, these stands
play significant role in gradually changing attitude and behaviour of
Georgian population towards the management of their household
waste.
Sustainable waste management requires considerable shift in the
behaviour of Georgian society, therefore targeted and action-oriented
educational activities are at heart of the program’s activities. To this
end, during the second phase of the program since 2017 up to 5,000
people have been trained in the sustainable resource management, with
some continuing their own follow-up trainings and activities. More than
3,700 are using 4Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle and recover) education
materials developed by the program. The variety of society-oriented
activities, including clean-up events, creative competitions, youth
camps and many more are translated into actual change in attitudes of
the society in our target regions. As compared to situation before 2017
when only 57% of population in target regions were willing to separate
their waste, in 2019 the share of this people increased to 90%.
Naturally, this is only beginning and continuous effort is needed for
making sure that Georgian society adheres to modern waste
management practices in line with the waste hierarchy: Reduce, Reuse,
Repurpose, and Recycle. CENN together with key partners continues
actively working in this direction.

Feature Article
Glimpse of the Past
By Tamriko Tsintsadze

(an excerpt from "Washingtonian Sketches“
published years ago in the Georgian-language
journal "Politics")
As a scholar in American Studies I often visited
the USA - lectured at various universities on
African-American literature and culture and also on Georgian history,
culture, art, religion. Besides I spent a semester as a Visiting Scholar at
the Center of American Culture Studies, Columbia University (New
York)and for 5 months as a Regional Scholar made research and
worked at the book "African-American Women Writers" at the well
known Kennan Institute, Woodrow Wilson Center (Washington). It
turned out that before me only one Georgian scholar worked at the
Institute - a well known philosopher Gia Nodia.
I will not try the readers' patience with scholarly recollections, will retell
only one episode out of many interesting encounters which I had in the
USA.
In 1994, while in Washington, I offered one of my African-American
projects to the board of the Kennan Institute. In 6 months I got a
positive answer and thus became a Regional Scholar of the Kennan
Institute. It turned out that before me only one Georgian scholar
worked at the Institute – a well known philosopher Gia Nodia.
Needless to describe what wonderful conditions I had at the Kennan
Institute – a well equipped office, an assistant (beautiful AfricanAmerican student Stacey), proper salary, even pre-paid trips, visits to
museums and theatres. I lived in the 16th street, near a church. Once I
noticed many cars there and was told that Bill Clinton and
Hillary were attending the service. So I went there.

Feature Article
After passing security gates and I took a seat in the left part of the
church, then realized, that I would be closer to the President if I moved
to the right. The security immediately noticed my move. A woman in
dark clothes sat next to me, her hands in her pockets. She looked tense.
In a naïve way I explained that I was a scholar from Georgia and was so
lucky to be in the same church with Mr. President. “You may be even
luckier” – she said, “Mr. Clinton often leaves the church by this isle and
shakes hands with those who sit near the isle”. The service was coming
to an end. I thought when President and Hillary would be passing us
and shake hands with us, I would wish them Merry Christmas and
present one of my Georgian-made rings to Hillary. I was sure a
Georgian scholar had never been in such an informal situation with the
Clintons before, and a small gift would create a pleasant association
with Georgia. The service finished. The Clintons were coming down the
isle. I tried the woman’s patience – told her: ”Let us move closer and
greet them”. Her voice became stern – “Don’t you even try, we should
stay where we are.” I realized, trying her patience further may be
dangerous. The Clintons did not shake hands with anybody and,
smiling, left the church. Everybody stayed in their seats. When the cars
with the Clintons and the security started to move I went into the yard
and saw that the woman was sitting into one of the security cars. I
waved at her showing that right from the beginning I knew who she
was.
After that again I entered the church when the Clintons were there, but
this time I already knew which side to choose without trying the
patience of the security. Christmas was over and I no longer thought of
making a present. Later my friend warned me that for some time I
might be under scrutiny. But nothing happened or I did not notice.
Episodes connected with the church and the Clintons stay separate in
my memory.

Coffee Mornings
Association “Nakvalevi”
Association “Nakvalevi” is a non-profit,
non-governmental, non-profit, civil
society organization, founded in 2011
based in Tbilisi, Georgia by experienced
professionals of youth academic and
non-formal education, who have been
investing their time and energy in
voluntary activities for the benefit of
young people.
"Nakvalevi" activities aim at
strengthening young people by giving
them the skills of holistic thinking,
personal leadership, self-management,
success planning, creating and
maintaining motivation and proactivity, giving them the ability to
manage permanent personal growth
and development through on going
educational process and teamwork.
Our mission is to encourage young
generation to make a change.
Our value is our integrity.
Since its establishment association
"Nakvalevi" implemented a wide range
of initiatives from culture to education
or health. Most of them with focus on
active citizenship and volunteering as
strong tools for democracy building.
We encourage all interested parties to
become our friends and create the
platform for mutual understanding .
Together We Can Do More!

Oct 12 at 4:44 PM

Interest group
INTEREST GROUP CHAIR
By Anush Klimczyk

We are starting one more year all of our activities and first of all I would
like to thank the group leaders for their fantastic job, for your hard effort
and desire to share your knowledge with members.
We all have an opportunity to join one of the groups that we have and
learn something new also spend a good time together.
For more info regarding Interest groups you are able to find on our
website or contact with each group leader.
We are ready to answer and help any of your questions if you send us
directly by email : interestgroups@iwa.ge, to me or our two fantastic cochairs Ala Turmanidze and Irina Borichevskaya.
Day

Time

Monday

10:30 (once a month)

11:30 (every week)
14:00 (once a month)

13:30 (once a month)
Tuesday

10:00 - 12:00

12:00 (every other
week)
9:30
18:30 (once a month)

Groups
Cultural Cooking
Art Group
About Georgia
Art Discussion Group
Infant House

Group Leader/s
Nasrin Sardari

E-mail
nasrinsardari@yahoo.com

Dali Nazarishvili

dnazarishvili@gmail.com

Oya Atakan

atakanoya@yahoo.com

Manana Chubinidze

mananachubinidze@yahoo.com

Theresa Weinheimer

tweinheimer@mac.com

Deborah Dunn

Fashion Group

debgdunn@gmail.com

bakradze.maia@yahoo.com
Maia Bakradze

Walking

Shirin Radzad

Wine Tasting group

rad.shirin5@gmail.com
gogatishvilitamar@gmail.com

Tamari Gogatishvili

Wednesday

14:00 (once a month)

Museum Visiting Group

fam.hirschi@hispeed.ch
Natali Hirsch

13:00 (every week)

Russian Conversation

Lena Bejanishvili
Janna Ajemian

Thursday

10:00 (every other
week)
11:00 (once a month)

Craft Group

14:00 (once a month)
14:00 (every other week)
17:30 (every week)

Friday

11:00 (every week)
12:00 (once a month)

jannaajem@rambler.ru
tweinheimer@mac.com

Theresa Weinheimer

Introduction of Georgian Designers Bengu Akcardak
Iveta Gedvilaite

13:00 (every week)

lenchik_bej@yahoo.com

English Conversation
Book Club
Georgian Conversation
Evening EnglishConversation

Marianna Zonenberg
Narges Mahmudi

bengu.akcardak@gmail.com
gedvilaite.iveta@gmail.com

marianna.zonenberg@gmail.com
nargesmahmudi@gmail.com

Nana Shavtvaladze

nana_shavtvaladze@yahoo.com

Marianna Zonenberg

marianna.zonenberg@gmail.com

Choir

Nana Kalandadze

nana.kalandadze58@gmail.com

City Tours

Marika Nizharadze

marinizh@yahoo.com

Interest group
COOKING CLUB
The first cooking club was held on the 7th of
October where Iranian foods were served
(Zereshk polo, Ashe reshte, mirzaghasemi,
masto borani,masto khiyar, and more)
Nasrin Sardari and Behnoush Bahrami
hosted the first cooking club with delicious
foods.
“We will have monthly cooking club’s similar
to this one!
Please join this interesting group, you will be
able to benefit a lot, because you will be able
try food from different cultures and see what
everyone has to offer! We really hope to see
you there” Nasrin Sardari (The leader of this
group)
Nasrin’s contacts:
email: nasrinsardari@yahoo.com

IWA Craft Group
By Theresa Weinheimer
I am very excited to be restarting the Crafts
group, with an emphasis on the Artistic.
I have some exciting new fabrics, art papers
and ideas, including Collage Quilts, Fabric
Kirigami, Appliqué, Paper Mache, Art Paper
and Fabric Collage Bracelets.
Decoupage boxes and Art paper ornaments
would be lovely to sell at the Winter Fair.
We are meeting twice a month, starting
Thursday, October 24th, between 11:00 AM
and 1:30 PM At my apt. at 32 Abuladze St in
Vake (behind the Carrefour on Chavchavadze)
Email at: tweinheimer@mac.com

Interest group
“About IWA Georgian Survival Group”
By Nana Shavtvaladze
I would to share some thoughts about
how important is to attend
IWA Conversational Georgian Language Group.
Firstly, it helps for newcomer to orientate in unknown country, nation.
The language is the key for each nation. The answers at the meeting is
for everyone and not according for the knowledge, according to
experience.
Visiting Georgia one can easily notice that Georgians are very happy to
hear when a foreign visitor tries to say a few words on their language.
We are recruiting the little pocketbook “Georgian Survival Guide”
provide the bare minimum, which includes that students correctly say
and pronounce Georgian phrase or words. And one again thank you to
everyone who studies Georgian or even considers beginning to learn
such a unique language.

Georgian Phrases
go-go – გოგო – girl
da – და– sister
qa-li – ქალი – woman
qal-ba-t’o-ni – ქალბატონი – Mrs. Ms.
qal-ba-t’o-no Kate – ქალბატონო ქეით – Mrs. Kate (addresing form)
tso-li – ცოლი – wife
me-ugh-le – მეუღლე – spouse
de-da! – დედა – Mother; Mom.
be-bi-a – ბებია – Grandma
de-dis dghes gi-lo-tsavt! – დედის დღეს გილოცავთ! – Happy Mother’s Day!
qal-ta dghes gi-lo-tsavt! – ქალთა დღეს გილოცავთ! – Happy Women’s Day!

by Nana Shavtvaladze
www.lsgeorgia.com

Our life in Tbilisi
Saburtalo, Tsintsadze Street
By Marianna Zonenberg
I live in Saburtalo, near the Holiday Inn. Pekini Avenue runs along the eastern edge
of this area, parallel to the Mtkvari River. It is an interesting amalgamation of
Soviet- and modern-era apartment buildings and stores, tiny bakeries, cheese and
coffee shops, cafes, and beer gardens.
Pekini Avenue was dug up and repaved several years ago, becoming one-way for
traffic and the opposite way for public transportation. Bike lanes were added, it
seems, for the exclusive use of delivery scooters.

Tsintsadze Street runs perpendicular to Pekini Avenue. I ran some errands there
the other day.
First, and MOST important, I got my nails done by Alla Zemskih, (#73 Tsintsadze,
back entrance, 4th fl, 555 06 11 66, excellent English and Russian).
Next, I dropped off my favorite go-to jacket for a good cleaning and pressing at
Bongiorno Cleaners (bongiorno.ge), #22 Tsintsadze. They clean EVERYTHING - silk gowns, business suits and shirts, wedding dresses, my jacket, and leather shoes
and bags. Also at #22 are Tropical Dog-Cat-Fish Store and Bella Casa Home Store.
#18 Tsintsadze is home to X&X Style Beauty Salon with the CUTEST little car for
kiddie cuts. Electron Store sells drills and lawn mowers and bolt cutters, oh my!
Last but not least at #18 is Shumi Winery Shop. I toured their Kakheti winery a few
weeks ago and love everything they make.
The Tbilisi Institute of Medicine is at #16.
#12 is a foodies delight. Chemtan Sakhlshi is a lovely Georgian restaurant. Next to
it are Warsteiner and Amra restaurants, both with extensive beer collections.

There are also dress shops, curtain stores, old and new apartment buildings, a
Carrefour at #37 AND another Carrefour on Gamrekeli, perpendicular to
Tsintsadze, inside the new Megamall (off-street parking available with the entrance
on Tsintsadze).
There is a lot of on- and off-street parking
on Tsintsadze, and not too much traffic
congestion during the day.

Notices & Special Offers
The Armenian Catholic Church is looking for a native English speaker
to talk with a group of English-language students an hour a week as
part of its after-school program for underprivileged children.
No English language teaching experience is required. The ideal
candidate would be someone who is interested in engaging with some
bright kids to help them with their command of spoken English. The
program is run by Fr. Mikhael, who speaks some English and Italian
in addition to his native Georgian, Armenian and Russian.
Fr. Mikhael can be reached at 593-490-425.
If you have any questions about the program, you can
contact Molly at 599-34-43-89.

Contact:,+995,555,445342;,+995,599,688776,
E-mail:,vineriageorgia@gmail.com
Please,follow,us,on,facebook page:,@vineriageorgia

IWA Notices
You can advertise: Houses
or apartments for rent,

The Grapevine earnestly seeks
your participation. Help make
this a publications which
reflects all the talents,
interests, and abilities of our
membership. Deadlines are
the fifteenth (15th) of the
month. If that deadline is
missed, the submission will
appear in the next regularly
scheduled issue.

Household goods or cars for
sale,

Your own creations, such as
art, photographs, crafts, etc.,
The Events that you think
might be interesting for our
members
Reminder: Members in good

Essays
Articles
Photographs
Painting & Drawing
Favorite Recipes

standing are allowed to place
appropriate ads in the
newsletter for 30 GEL. Non
Members-50 GEL Having a
moving sale, crafts to sell, an
apartment to rent, an event to
announce send it in with text
and photos and the ad will be
placed as you have written it.
As above, deadlines are the
15th.

Sponsors
Thank you to our IWA Sponsors for their support!

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

Green Houses

FRIENDS

To donate, here are the banking details
Sender’s name: ქალთა
საერთაშორისო ასოციაცია-საქართველო
Personal number / Identification code:
406044659
Account number: GE14PC0053600100019012
Sender’s bank
სს "პროკრედიტ ბანკი" Code MIBGGE22

DISCLAIMER: The International Women’s Association Georgia does not take responsibility for, nor does it endorse, any
of the services or associations mentioned here. The opinions contained in the newsletter reflect the views of individual
contributors and do not necessarily represent those of IWA Georgia

