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IWA Georgia improves the lives of women, children, and 
the elderly, as well as persons who are vulnerable, 

disabled, sick, and needy. This shall include the support of 
prevention programs. All supported projects shall fall into 

one of these areas of interest and must have a direct, 
positive effect on Georgian citizens. The money, 

collected by the fundraising activities of IWAG, is spent 
with fiduciary responsibility. Focus project 2020/2021: 

“Education and learning for a better future”.
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IWA Georgia strives to: welcome and assist newcomers to 
Georgia; foster goodwill and friendship among association 
members; build relationships between women of different 

cultures living in Georgia; provide the opportunity to socialize 
with each other; and enhance our members understanding of 

Georgia.



Letter from IWA President
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Dear Ladies, dear friends,

Fall has returned and

a new IWA Georgia year starts.

Everything is different, but I trust our capacity of being inventive,

creative, imaginative and think out of the box, in order to adapt to

current circumstances and keep IWA Georgia alive, active and in the

service of those in need, as always.

This year we are facing the challenge to raise the necessary funds for

our CPC projects, differently, therefore I urge you to come forward

with ideas and proposals, join our on-line GBM meetings ( I miss as

much as you do our lively normal GBM's), settle your membership fees

for the new period, attract new members and keep up the good work.

I wish to all and each one of you , stay healthy and safe and be present

for IWA and for Georgia!

Warm regards

Lila Yiannakaki-Karabalis



Letter from IWA President
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As a great lady and a personality that I

profoundly admire, deceased recently

(September 18, 2020), let me share with

you some information about her and her

legacy.

"Ruth Bader Ginsburg became the
second female justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Born in 1933 in Brooklyn, New York, Bader
taught at Rutgers University Law School
and then at Columbia University, where
she became its first female tenured
professor.

She served as the director of the Women’s
Rights Project of the American Civil
Liberties Union during the 1970s, and was
appointed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia in 1980.

Named to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1993
by President Bill Clinton, she continued to
argue for gender equality, always believing
the law should be gender-blind and all
groups were entitled to equal rights."

Warm regards

Lila Yiannakaki-Karabalis

https://www.history.co
m/topics/womens-
history/ruth-bader-
ginsburg



IWA CPC
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Green House CPC 

Project 2020

The “Psychological Service Center – Green 
House” (La Maison Verte) opened in 
Tbilisi in 2006.

From the first day of its existence until 
now , members of the French association 
ESPACE ANALYTIQUE, French 
psychiatrists, psychologists provide 
members of Green House with 
professional theoretical and practical aid, 
have supervisions with them.

During these years the Green House was 
developing and now they have 14 
employees. Until 2019 the Green House 
monthly had 60-70 beneficiates. 
Also opened its branch in Akhaltsikhe, in 
southern Georgia.

Now the Green House located on 
the second floor of 17, Chitadze
street.

September 28th CPC ladies 
Mette, Irina, Kristina, Leila and 
Anush visited The Psychological 
Service Center Green House  for 
final monitoring CPC project and 
signed the Handover Document 



IWA CPC
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Green House CPC 

Project 2020

With the help IWA the Green House 
renovated heating system:

• For purchasing all materials for the 
project they spend 9198,1 Gel

• For implementing the works -2200 Gel 
• Total 11398,1 Gel

The installation of heating system



IWA Membership Chair
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Dear IWAG Members,

A new season has started in this unusual year, and we would like to thank 

you for your membership and support during these difficult times.

With your help and contribution IWAG has managed to carry out some 

important work even under these unprecedented circumstances.

To be able to continue with this work, we rely on the extraordinary talent, 

knowledge and energy of our community, so we are hoping you would 

continue to be a member of IWAG this year as well.

Some practical information for those who have not applied yet for their 

2020/2021 membership:

As is written in our constitution, membership lasts for a year, so members 

are kindly asked to fill in an application form each year.

This year, members are encouraged to do this online, as due to the COVID-

19 restrictions our in-person activities and meetings are limited.

Once your application is registered and approved, you will receive our bank 

account details - please write '[name of applicant], membership donation' 

into the note field when transferring the membership fee.

If you prefer to apply in person, then you can do that during our coffee 

mornings, or by arranging a suitable time with our membership chair and 

co-chair via these e-mail 

addresses: membership@iwa.ge, annakemecsei@gmail.com or lenchik_bej

@yahoo.com.

Please note - membership fee is decreased to 150 GEL for the year 2020-

2021, however, members are welcome to pay more if they can afford. As 

most of our fundraising activities had to be cancelled, we appreciate all the 

extra support we can receive during this year.

With regards,

Sara Kemecsei

mailto:membership@iwa.ge
mailto:annakemecsei@gmail.com
mailto:lenchik_bej@yahoo.com


Online Coffee Morning

SONIA DELAUNAY

“ART INTO FASHION”

By THERESA WEINHEIMER 

At the October 28th online 
Coffee Morning Theresa gave 
an illustrated presentation 
about the Artist and
Designer, Sonia Delaunay 
(1885-1979) born in the 
Ukraine, raised in Russia and 
lived most of her life in Paris. 
She was an Avant-Garde artist 
whose focus was the language 
of color and abstraction.
Sonia developed her work
with an aim to bring art back
into contact with the
everyday, giving equal weight
to design and fine art.
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While devoting time to her
painting she created some of
the most innovative designs
from typography and
advertising to costumes for
the Ballet Russe, textile
prints, handmade garments
and ready-to-wear fashion,
as well as working with
poets, stage, film and interior
design.



Feature Article

SUMMERTIME

By Tamriko Tsintsadze

Summer - time of the year which 

we are waiting for impatiently. 
But a man's nature is a mystery -
as soon as it becomes hot we start 
dreaming of cool days. I used to 
travel extensively in previous 
years, but some time ago I 
stopped flying far - if there is no 
necessity nobody wants to risk his 
life in the period of frequent 
terrorist acts and air crushes. 
There is another substitute to 
visiting famous museums and 
monuments - online excursions to 
museums and historical sights 
which proved most useful and 
often instructive in the time of 
pandemic. They offer a fine 
substitute (though not quite 
equal) to traditional travels and 
sightseeing.
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Meanwhile, thinking of all that 
(a way of persuading myself) I 
stayed at our family "dacha" 
house in Dusheti region. Big 
garden full of fruit bearing trees 
and berry bushes, big pool, fresh 
air, beautiful landscape around, 
computer service and TV were a 
substitute to travels. 

One thing was definitely missing 
- possibility of meeting new 
fellow travelers and local people, 
to form friendships, often 
lifetime. That is why it is so 
important to retain and develop 
already existing relationships. I 
think that is one of the great 
things IWA offers.



Feature Article

Is It Fire Today?

As the only scholar in 
American/African-American 
Studies in Georgia I always 
followed not only literary and 
broader cultural trends in the 
USA, but political developments 
too, as one does not exist without 
another. What is going on in US 
today is extreamly alarming. I 
always sympathysed with African-
Americans remembering their 
past, sad and ofter horrifying. 
Memories are painful, but they 
shoulad not inflict pain on others 
today. Black American writer 
James Baldwin wrote that hatred 
is a two-sided weapon and 
wounds/kills both sides. Afro-
American writers and public 
figures often promised "fire next 
time". Is it this time? However 
deep one's pain is, one has no 
right to act tit for tat, no right to 
ruin the culture in which he lives 
and chooses to live. Destroying 
monuments of the past is 
vandalism, and nothing justifies 
it. This means destroying the 
country's memory 9

There were many critical times 
in the history on the USA, and 
this strong and exceptionally 
well-built country always coped 
with them. My strong belief is 
that African-Americans will 
realise the importance of the 
culture which nurtured them 
and which is their home and 
heritage, and will curb the desire 
to destroy great vestiges of the 
past. And another famour Afro-
American writer's and public 
figure's phrase comes to my 
mind - "We shall overcome".



IWA GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING

TBILISI CHORAL MUSIC 

INTERNATIONAL 

FESTIVAL
By Nana Namoradze

About
The festival is founded on the initiative 
of a manager of the Georgian National 
Music Center, culturologies Maya 
Chachava and Artistic Director 
Archil Usgveridze.

It takes place since 2011 GNMC, with
active financial assistance of Tbilisi
Mayor Office and The Ministry of
Education, Sport and Culture. The aim
of the Festival is to keep Georgian
classical choral performing traditions,
to develop and promote them; to
socialize existing academic groups with
each other and present them to the
audience. From 2013 the Festival
became International.

10

Quotes from the speech:

• I have addressed The Tbilisi Center 
of Cultural Events with an idea 
of organizing a choral music 
festival in Tbilisi in 2011; they have 
providing finance for this 
project for five years already 
and we invite admirers of classical 
choral music to the capital of 
Georgia.

• The success of the Festival has been 
determined mostly by The Evgeny
Mikeladze Georgian National 
Music Center and special support 
of the outstanding figures of choral 
music in Georgia.

• The Festival that started with six 
professional choirs and this year we 
present already twenty participants 
on various venues of Tbilisi.

• The Festival has stipulated classical 
choral music popularization in our 
society. Active involvement of 
youth and students gives hope to 
us.

• We feel a big interest of the 
international choral community 
and the Festival cordially welcomes 
guest choirs every year.



IWA GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING

TBILISI CHORAL MUSIC 

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

2013 – Stockholm St Katarina parish men 
choir (Sweden)

2014 – State Capella of Armenia
Belgian choir “Sammartini”

2015 – Adam Mickiewicz Technical 
University Chamber Choir , Poznan 
(Poland)
State Capella soloists and musicians from 
Switzerland

2016 – Chamber Choir “Aidija” (Lietuva)
Angelica Girls’ Choir (Hungury)

2017 – Russian Choir from Estonian Music 
Academy of Music
Youth Chamber Choir “Parsodia” 
(Moldova)

2018 – “Le Choer Voyageur”, Bordeaux 
(France)
“Cantamus Berlin” (Germany)
“Continuo” Sopot (Poland)
“Kamertonas” Kaunas (Lietuva)
“Christian Voices Chorale” (Dubai)
“Little Singers of Armenia”

2019 – The Albion College Briton Singers 
(USA),
Lubeck Music Academy Students Choir 
(Germany),
The Choras Vilnius, 
The State Capella of Azerbaijan
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INTEREST’S GROUP CHAIR
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We are all very happy to welcome our new co-Chair irina 

Borichevskaya.

First of all, let me greet the leaders of all our Stakeholder groups with a 

word of gratitude for their work over the past year and for their 

willingness in difficult circumstances this year. In the conditions of 

lockdown many group leaders ( Nasrin Sardari, Manana Chubinidze, 

Oya Atakan, Theresa Weinheimer, Maia Bakradze, Narges Mahmudi, 

Nana Shavtvaladze, Nana Kalandadze,) were also able to organize very 

interesting meetings and presentations via ZOOM, for which we are 

very grateful.

Given the recent changes in our lives regarding COVID-19, we also 

have major changes in our Interest groups. Since we do not have the 

opportunity to meet in the usual way, we have three types of groups 

after long discussions:

1) Will be in the form of regular meetings, where there will be a 

meeting with the listed members of the groups. Depending on the 

situation, these groups can go online too.

2) groups whose meetings can be held only online via ZOOM. You do 

not need to be listed for these groups. These groups will be open to all 

IWA members. All additional members will receive information about 

the day and time of the meetings via additional e-mail and Facebook.

3) Meetings of group groups are postponed until spring.

Hoping that we will be able to resume the meetings.

Anush Klimczyk



Interest Groups

Interest Group Info
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Groups GROUP LEADER DAY TIME

ART GROUP
DALI NAZARISHVILI

MONDAY
(Every Week) 13:30

INTODUCING OF GEORGIAN 
DESIGNERS BENGU AKCARDAK

MONDAY 
(Monthly) 13:00

WALKING SHIRIN RADZAD THURSDAY 11:00

ENGLISH CONVERSATION THURSDDAY 13:00

GEORGIAN CONVERSATION NANA SHAVTVALADZE THURSDAY 14:00

CITY TOURS MARIKA NIZHARADZE THURSDAY 12:00

ABOUT GEORGIAN CULTURE ENID BURKI MONDAY Once a month

FASHION GROUP MAIA BAKRADZE TUESDAY Once a month

ART DISCUSSION GROUP THERESA WEINHEIMER WEDNESDAY Once a month

ALL ABOUT GEORGIAN 
WINE TAMARI GOGATISHVILI THURSDAY Once a month

Book CLUB

MOVIE CLUB

CULTURAL COOKING
NASRIN SARDARI

Will activate on 
Spring

ABOUT GEORGIA
OYA ATAKAN

Will activate on 
Spring

INFANT HOUSE
DEBORAH DUNN

Will activate on 
Spring

ENGLISH CONVERSATION
SALLY ACKERMAN

Will activate on 
Spring

RUSSIAN CONVERSATION
LENA BEJANISHVILI

Will activate on 
Spring

CHOIR
NANA KALANDADZE

Will activate on 
Spring



INTEREST GROUPS

CRAFT GROUP NEWS
ONLINE PROJECTS PREVIEW

By THERESA WEINHEIMER
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This year, due to Covid-19 expansion 
in Georgia, I propose presenting 
online tutorials of various 
Projects. This November and 
December I will offer some Christmas 
oriented ideas. If someone has some 
specific themes to offer, you are 
welcome to do so.

Some examples are as follows:
Christmas tree decorations:

Ideas for future projects:

Christmas cards.

Christmas pop-ups. (insert grandkids)

Gift boxes



INTEREST GROUPS
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CITY TOUR GROUP

On 9th of October the City Tour Group 
Leader Marika Nizaradze organized a 
free tour which explored the attractive 
quarter on the left bank of the Mtkhvari
River.
The tour was especially interesting for us 
because we had chance to see a number 
of houses put on the list of architectural 
monuments of Tbilisi. Especially from 
the early 19th c. German settlers founded 
a German colony here giving a name 
Noie Tiflis.
Thank you Marika for an interesting 
tours.

Georgian Phrases                                                                           

es ! – ეს  – This

is! – ის – That            

ra ghirs is? – რა ღირს ის? – What is it worth?

bolo pasi? – ბოლო ფასი? – What is the last price?

mometsit es… – მომეცით ეს... – Give it to me! (polite)

skhva zoma gaqvt?  – სხვა ზომა გაქვთ?  – Do you have other size?

erti k’ilo – ერთი კილო – One kilo

erti tsali – ერთი ცალი – One piece

aighet… – აიღეთ... – Take it/pick up…               

ai tqveni khurda! – აი, თქვენი ხურდა! – Here is your change!           
by  Nana Shavtvaladze

www.lsgeorgia.com
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WINE TESTING 
GROUP

“Cradle of Wine” – this is the way many 

people refer to Georgia as the motherland 

of the oldest wines. It is scientifically 

approved that Georgia is the country 

where wild wine has been 

“domesticated”. More than 8000 years old 

Rkatsiteli grape seeds were discovered in 

clay vessels, indicating on highly 

developed viticulture in Georgia.

There are over 500 unique and endemic 

grape varieties in Georgia. 30 are being 

used for wine-making . In Georgia every  

region has its own wine varieties. 

Kakheti is famous for Sapheravi, Rkatsiteli

and Mtsvane. Kartli wines are Goruli

Mtsvane, Chinebuli and Tavkveri. Imereti

is known for  Tsitska, 

Tsolikouri,Aladasturi, Krakhuna and 

Otskhanuri Saphere. Ojaleshi is from 

Samegrelo, Racha-Lechkhumi is known 

for its Usakhelouri, Aleksandrouli, 

Mujuretuli and Tsulukidze’s Tetra as for 

Guria and Aphkhazia there are Tsolikouri

and Chkhaveri.

The ancient traditional Georgian 

method of Qvevri wine-making has 

been granted the status of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity by 

UNESCO.

From the 4th century AD , wine gained 

further importance in Georgian 

culture. 

Saint Nino, who preached Christianity 

to Georgia, entered with a cross made 

of wine wood.

Combining wine with cheese ,nuts, 

honey, barbecue and  generous 

Georgian feast 

,so called “Suphra “ with traditional 

toasts with full of stories behind, 

folklore and much more fun is a part 

of Georgian history .

Therefore , wine-tasting group meets 

every month , evening hours in one of 

the  family or factory wineries and 

represents you entrepreneurs and 

artisans, gastronomy and hospitality. 



OUR SPONSORS-GOLD

Carl & Mette 
Hartzell

Georgia 
Capital

OUR SPONSORS-SILVER

OUR SPONSORS-BRONZE

Shumi Winery

FRIENDS

ქალთა საერთაშორისო ასოციაცია-საქართველო
Personal number / Identification code: 406044659

Account number:  GE14PC0053600100019012
სს "პროკრედიტ ბანკი" Bank Code MIBGGE22

DISCLAIMER: The International Women’s Association Georgia does not take responsibility for, nor does it 
endorse, any 

of the services or associations mentioned here. The opinions contained in the newsletter 
reflect the views of individual contributors and do not necessarily represent those of IWA Georgia 

OUR SPONSORS-GOLD

BANKING DETAILS FOR THE DONATION
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tel:406044659

