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by Johanna Muehlmann
Another month has flown past, and we have once again
been busy with both our charity work and our social
activities.
Preparation work for the Winter Fair has also been
ramping up. This is our biggest fundraising event of
the year and already more than 20 embassies have
confirmed their participation. The fair is always a
highlight of the year, so if you'd like to be a part of the
team of fantastic volunteers that make this event such
a success, now is the time to step forward!
In addition, we have begun the process of electing the
new board for the 2022-23 year. Information has
already been sent out by email and further updates
will follow, but if you have any queries or would like
any more information, please email
iwageorgia@gmail.com.

CHARITY PROJECT COMMITTEE

Monitoring Visit to
First Step Georgia
by Sophia Bakhtadze-Nebieridze & Margret Schmidt
First Step Georgia (FSG) is a non-profit (noncommercial) legal entity with charitable status, an
organization with 24 years of experience working
with children and youth with special needs, also
children with severe intellectual and physical
disabilities. First Step has always played a crucial
role in developing new initiatives in the area of
individual needs and rights-based approaches and
services for children and youth with disabilities.
Purpose: Ensure a decent life for children with
special needs and their families.
Project activities:
The day care center of First Step provides services
to children with severe and profound mental and
physical disabilities and also children and youth
with other mental disabilities expressed with severe
behavioral disorders.
FSG’s goal is to ensure a decent, joyful, and colorful
life for children and youth by developing their
functional skills, enhancing the quality of their
independent life, and promoting their social
integration.
The DCC program is implemented by a
multidisciplinary team (psychologist, pediatrician,
occupational therapist, speech therapist, and
teacher of special development). After a special
assessment of each child within the program
individual habilitation/rehabilitation and
educational plans are developed based on the
child’s abilities and interests.
Currently, the day care center of First Step
operates 4 informal programs: Science, Art,
Communication, and Senso-Motor. This process of
informal education is led by two special teachers.
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The lessons are full of various joyful and
encouraging activities which are based on
the main principle of “learning through
playing”. Rehabilitation/habilitation plans
and programs of informal education are
designed so that they help children to
develop all necessary skills, such as selfcare, social behavior, and
verbal/alternative communication for
independent living. In addition, our daycare
center provides children with
transportation and two meals a day.

Day Care Centre – Number of children – 17
The children are from 6 to 18 with severe
and profound intellectual disabilities and
behavioral disorders. Service is provided at
the center which is owned by First Step.

Creative club – IWA´s support
for children and adolescents involved in the
services provided by the organization, it is
essential to develop both self-care and
independent living, as well as motor, and
emotional self-regulation, and
communication skills.

The learning objectives of the class/lesson
will be written according to the skills of the
group. The art therapy circle will be led by
two special teachers. Group meetings will
be held three times a week, and the
duration of each meeting will be 50
minutes.
IWA supported the purchase of several
materials for the creative club/class for
example Acryl paint, Gouache, brushes,
pastels, Playdough and much more with the
amount of GEL 4.996.

The aim of the class is to create a healing
and therapeutic environment, which does
not currently exist in Georgia. This can be
done at an early stage through the
establishment of the creative club.
In addition, children engaged in physical
and cognitive activities have less and less
free time, so consequently, less time is left
for personal interests, emotional selfregulation, and quality and meaningful
spending of free time.

The use of art and painting helps the
individual in managing self-knowledge,
self-expression, behavior, and emotions.
Within the framework of the Art Therapy
course, drawing and sculpting activities will
take place, with 4 to 7 participants.

Members responsible for the project:
Sophio Bakhtadze-Nebieridze, Anush
Klimczyk.
Thank you from the whole First Step
Georgia team and look at the results of the
young artists!

HOSPITALITY

Monthly report

by Tako Johnson
I am very grateful to IWA to nominate me again on
the position of the position of Hospitality Chair of
IWAG.
The concept of the hospitality of this year is to create
nice and friendly atmosphere for the
IWA members, gather every Wednesday without
skipping a week, support local organizations in
exchange to provide us our meeting space that
will create warm and fun memories for
IWA members.
I would like to share the
October Coffee Mornings.

21 september at Orbeliani Bazaar
Hosted by Marina Ramazashvili

12 October at Orbeliani Bazaar
Hosted by Nana Dvali

We decided to meet at the same place of
Orbeliani Bazaar (#3 Vekua Street) in case will
not have any host for Wednesday meetings.
This space gives us comfort to fill the application
forms for the membership and to have
communication around the big tables.

HOSPITALITY

Besides the Wednesday, we also had weekend meeting ( on the 15th of October) at
Cider Green Club in Bazaleti which is an
hour drive from Tbilisi.
The host of the day was Nana Janashia. As
she is mainly involved in the protection and
support of the environmental programs, she
shared the place with Eco technologies in
Georgia that’s implemented recently.

I may say October Coffee Mornings had nice
ending with the cultural exchange meeting
with the host Miyki Imamura at the
residence of the Ambassador of Japan to
Georgia.
We had a nice presentation of hospitality of
Japanese culture, Tea ceremony and sushi
preparation from Japanese cook itself.
I express gratitude to all members who
visited our coffee mornings and express
strong hope that next month meetings will
be enjoyable and memorable for the
members of IWAG as well.

INTEREST GROUPS

Fashion Group's Presentation
and Fashion Show
by Maia Bakradze
Dear ladies, I would like to tell you about the
amazing and beautiful fashion show at the
presentation of IWA Fashion Group, whose leader
is me, Maia Bakradze. The presentation was held
on October 5 at the GBM of IWA.
First of all, I want to introduce you, I am Georgian
designer Maia Bakradze. I create exclusive, original
clothing and accessories for women, children and
men. The inspiration of my creativity is the
cultural heritage of Georgia - forms of ancient
clothes and accessories, silhouette, color,
ornaments, etc.
In my works, I combine the ancient Georgian
traditional rules, techniques and technologies of
creating and decorating Georgian clothes with
modern innovative techniques and technologies.
During its performance, the age-old traditions of
clothing style and decoration are preserved.
Over the years, I had many exhibitions and fashion
shows both in Georgia and in many countries
around the world.
I always wanted to form a fashion group, where I
would introduce the members of the group to
Georgian national clothes and accessories, the
traditions of their creation and wearing, and the
rich cultural heritage of Georgia. I created this
group with the great support of Anush Klimczyk,
the leader of IWA Interest groups.
Amazing, nice ladies joined me. We are talking
about national clothes of different countries. We
will get to know the cultural traditions of wearing
clothes of different countries. We design clothes
and accessories. We also sew simple accessories.
We also talk about modern fashion trends.
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I wanted the presentation of the fashion
group to be very beautiful and
interesting, rather than a theoretical
presentation and slides.
So I thought of doing a defile of my
author's clothes, where members of the
association would participate together
with professional mannequins. We have
previously had similar shows held at
various events of the association: Blink b
link party, New Year's JBM, Ethno show,
and this would be a continuation of the
tradition. Association members liked this
idea and agreed to participate. It turned
out to be a very pleasant and beautiful
fashion show. They were all very beautiful
and elegant.

I want to big thank each of them .
Natia Shatirishvili,
Daria Kholodilina,
Tako Johnson,
Maka Cheishvili,
Theresa Weinheimer,
Angelika Kaydash,
Nino Maisashvili,
Tamuna Dvali,
Rada, Also Prime Model Management
models, Director - Ia Dolidze.
Thank you very much for supporting me
and holding this beautiful event together.
Best regards
Maia Bakradze

INTEREST GROUPS

Craft Group

by Theresa Weinheimer & Lily Beer
We are happy to announce the revival of CRAFT
GROUP for the new season. This November we
will be concentrating on crafts for the
Winter Fair.
We will announce the time and place for these
gatherings at the GBM on November 2nd.
On the left: Christmas tree decorations

Gift

Christmas pop-ups (insert grandkids)

Christmas cards
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City Tours - Old Tbilisi

by Marika Nizharadze
Tour in Kldisubani Quarter, Old Tbilisi.
Our tour met and we got started. The sun
was shining and we felt fine. Two nice ladies
- Elena and Annette were present. We
reached charming Gudiashvili square with a
lovely fountain and took pictures there. This
square has been restored really well and
works are still in progress. They conducted
archaeological digs too and discovered a
number of interesting objects from the
Middle Ages. It is planned to create a small
museum in one of the buildings here. We
proceeded to Bread Square where Elena
invited us and treated with tasty dishes.
We shared khachapuri with a pregnant cat.
We continued walking and climbed to
Betlemi Quarter. We stopped at the
Ateshga - the former Zoroastrian temple.
To get inside this structure one has to step
through a private house. We were lucky
indeed as the family was at home and they
let us visit this old site. We saw two Nativity
churches with a splendid view.
Next there was an office of Icomos Georgia.
This organization was reponsible for the
stabilization and restoration. This office is
in the impressive old house. THE STAFF
TOLD US ABOUT THE WORK done BY
THEM AND ABOUT FUTURE PLANS. We
visited the Roman Catholic church.

Dear ladies, you are welcome
for future tours.

INTEREST GROUPS

Sign-up to our fantastic range of
groups now!
by Anush Klimczyk
Once again we give HUGE thanks to our fantastic team of interest group leaders who volunteer
their time to share their interests and expertise with us; Without them, none of these groups
would be possible!
Members are encouraged to sign up now to take advantage of this offering!

NANA SHAVTVALADZE

Georgian Phrases

FUNDRAISING

Winter Fair 2022

by Sara Kemecsei
Preparations are already well underway for our
Winter Fair 2022.
As this is our main fundraising event, all our
charity activities for the following year depend on
this, so we would like encourage every member to
participate actively in making this a success.
Here are some ways you can contribute:
- If you know of a company, business that would be
interested in becoming a sponsor of one of the
most popular events of the winter season, please
contact Sara at fundraising@iwa.ge
- If you would like to join our decorating team (no
previous experience required), please write to
iwageorgia@gmail.com
- if you would like to volunteer during the event
(support us with logistics, helping vendors,
embassies to find their tables, selling raffle tickets,
entry tickets), please write to
iwageorgia@gmail.com

FUNDRAISING

Sponsorship Packages

We have four categories of sponsorship considered as bronze, silver, gold and platinum.

Sponsorship
Packages

Bronze

Silver

Gold

Platinum

Amount

1000-1999 GEL

2000-2999 GEL

3000-4999 GEL

5000+GEL

Company’s name is
mentioned at the
website, Facebook
page and IWA’s
newsletter

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Company’s name
mentioned in all
IWA’s activities (with
physical presence or
on line)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Newsletter
Advertising

3months (1/4 page)*

Website Advertising

3 months

4 months

6 months

12 months

IWAG e-mail group
advertising

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Distribution of the
company flyer on a
chosen IWAG
Business Meeting

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Video on website and
Facebook page
promoting the
company

4 months (1/2 page) 6 months (1/2 page)
12 months (¾ page)
*
*

Yes

HELP US HELPING

Our sponsors

PLATINUM sponsor

GOLD sponsors

SILVER sponsors

HELP US HELPING

BRONZE sponsors

WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU

Get in touch
with us!
IWA´s official website:
www.iwa.ge

Happy to receive your email:
iwageorgia@gmail.com

Our public Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/iwa.geo

In case you want to support us,
please contact:
fundraising@iwa.ge

In case you want to donate
and help us helping:

Disclaimer
The IWAG does not take responsibility for, nor does
it endorse, any of the services or associations
mentioned
here. The opinions contained in the newsletter
reflect the views of individual
contributors and do not necessarily represent those
of IWA Georgia.

